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neither gun nor revolver. In his belt only one of those
weapons, more sword than hunting-knife, called a " man-
chetta/' and in addition he had an " enchada," which is a
sort of hoe, specially employed in the pursuit of the tatous
and agoutis which abound in the forests of the Upper
Amazon, where there is generally little to fear from wild
beasts.

On the 4th of May, 1852, it happened, then, that our
adventurer was deeply absorbed in the reading of the docu-
ment on which his eyes were fixed, and, accustomed as he
was to live in the forests of South America, he was per-
fectly indifferent to their splendours. Nothing could dis-
tract his attention; neither the constant cry of the howl-
ing monkeys, which St. Hilaire has graphically compared
to the axe of the woodman as he strikes the branches of
the trees, nor the sharp jingle of the rings of the rattlesnake
(not an aggressive reptile, it is true, but one of the most
venomous); neither the bawling voice of the horned toad,
the most hideous of its kind, nor even the solemn and sono-
rous croak of the bellowing frog, which, though it cannot
equal the bull in size, can surpass him in noise.

Torres heard nothing of all these sounds, which form, as
it were, the complex voice of the forests of the New World.
Reclining at the foot of a magnificent tree, he did not even
admire the lofty boughs of that " pao ferro," or iron wood,
with its sombre bark, hard as the metal which it replaces i*